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KMCPC Members: 

  Vince Carahaly, Chair 

  Heather Ricketts, Vice-Chair 

  Martin Janssen, Secretary 
John Gisler, County Commissioner Liaison 

  Joel Amos 

Sandra Bliesener 
Steven Cook 

Kathy Eickholt 

Sean Flora 
Rebecca LaDuca  

  Karl Westra 

 
Lotta Jarnefelt, Deputy Secretary 

  

 Minutes 

Kalamazoo Metropolitan County Planning Commission (KMCPC) 

Meeting of Thursday, November 5, 2020 

 

 

 

PLACE OF MEETING: Electronic via Zoom due to Covid-19 pandemic 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Sandra Bliesener, Vince Carahaly, Kathy Eickholt, Sean Flora, 

John Gisler, Martin Janssen, Heather Ricketts, Karl Westra 

MEMBERS EXCUSED: Joel Amos, Rebecca LaDuca, Steve Cook 

 

OTHERS PRESENT: Lotta Jarnefelt, Rachael Grover/County technical support for the 

Zoom meeting 

 1 public.  

  

I. Call to Order – Roll Call 

Chair Carahaly called the electronic meeting held via Zoom to order at 7:12 pm. 

Roll call with location requested by Chair Carahaly: 

Vince Carahaly – Richland Township 

John Gisler – Pavilion Township 

Sandra Bliesener – City of Parchment 

Karl Westra – Oshtemo Charter Township 

Sean Flora – Cooper Charter Township 

Kathy Eickholt – Cooper Charter Township 

Heather Ricketts – Comstock Charter Township 

 

II. Members Excused 

Rebecca LaDuca and Joel Amos were excused. Martin Janssen had technical difficulties 

trying to sign in to the Zoom meeting. Steve Cook not present. 

 

III. Approval of Agenda 

With no requests to the Chair for changes to the agenda, Ms. Bliesener motioned, seconded 

by Mr. Westra, to approve the agenda. Motion carried via voice roll call vote. 

  



 

2 

 

IV. Approval of Minutes 

Chair asked if there was any changes to the minutes of the October 1, 2020 KMCPC 

meeting. Hearing none, the Chair stated that there was unanimous consent to approve the 

minutes from the October 1, 2020 meeting. 

 

V. Public Comment 

Chair requested the public to comment. There was no public comment. 

Ms. Grover reported that Mr. Janssen was visible as an attendant in the Zoom meeting’s 

Public screen, but she was unable to get his sound to work. 

 

VI. For Consideration 

1. Update on KMCPC new member appointments. 

Ms. Jarnefelt reported that the new member Sean Flora has been appointed by the County 

Board. The Chair asked Mr. Flora to introduce himself. Mr. Flora provided some brief 

background information about himself and stated that he is a licensed plumber and has 

worked in construction, and lives in Cooper Charter Township. 

Ms. Grover stated that Marty Janssen called in to the meeting but was still not able to 

make himself heard on the phone, contrary to Ms. Ricketts who also called in and was 

able to be heard. 

2. Village of Richland Master Plan Update – Staff review – Action item. 

Ms. Jarnefelt gave a brief staff report of the Village of Richland Master Plan update, 

focusing on the changes in the population, and how the current land use and future land 

use relate to the surrounding land uses in Richland Township. There was no future land 

use map in the document that had been provided. The Village office provided the future 

land use map, which is available in the KMCPC meeting packet. 

The only place where future land uses potentially do not ideally match across the 

boundary is at the southwestern boundary of the village, bordering Richland Township to 

the south. A discussion ensued regarding how to communicate this observation to the 

Village Planning Commission. Mr. Gisler mentioned that MDOT (Michigan Department 

of Transportation) is planning to install a roundabout at the intersection of G Avenue and 

Gull Road which will affect the accessibility of the area during construction. 

 

Ms. Eickholt motioned, seconded by Ms. Bliesener to consider the 2020 updates to the 

2012 Richland Village Master Plan consistent with the planning and zoning of the 

neighboring unit, with staff discretion to review the Richland Township Future Land Use 

Map. If warranted, comment to be included about residential future land use in the 

Village bordering commercial future land in Richland Township across the Village 

boundary at the southwest corner of the Village when staff sends KMCPC’s response 

letter to the Village of Richland Planning Commission. Motion carried via voice roll call 

vote. 

 

Ms. Eickholt had to leave the meeting after making the motion. Ms. Grover noted that 

Mr. Janssen emailed her (since he couldn’t be heard in the Zoom meeting) to let it be 

known that he supported the motion. 
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3. City of Parchment Master Plan – Staff Review – Action Item. 

Ms. Jarnefelt presented a staff report about the City of Parchment Master Plan. 

Parchment has limited space and therefore limited options to grow. The Plan emphasizes 

the role of the residents in creating the unique feeling of the City, and providing the 

needed direction of its development. Ms. Jarnefelt noted that there was no Future Land 

Use map in the document. Ms. Bliesener, who is on the Parchment City Planning 

Commission, expressed that a Future Land Use map may not be necessary as the current 

land use is not expected to change and in practice is the same as the future land use. 

Discussion ensued about the role of the Future Land Use map in a Master Plan. Due to 

the lack of a Future Land Use map Ms. Jarnefelt was unable to compare the future land 

uses with the surrounding City of Kalamazoo, Kalamazoo Charter Township and Cooper 

Charter Township. Also the Future Land Use map is important in reviews of potential 

zoning change requests, showing the future direction of the City development and 

providing a framework to assess the suitability of potential requested zoning changes. 

Ms. Bliesener made a motion, seconded by Mr. Westra, to support the staff’s 

recommendation to consider the City of Parchment Master Plan consistent with the 

planning and zoning of the neighboring units, and to include the comments in the staff 

report in the letter that is sent to the City of Parchment Planning Commission. Motion 

carried via voice roll call vote. 

Ms. Grover reported that Marty Janssen also emailed his support of the motion. 

4. Update on revised “Kalamazoo County Street Naming and Addressing Policy, Guidelines 

and Procedures – Including the Street Directory” 

Ms. Jarnefelt stated that Road Commission of Kalamazoo County Manager Joanna 

Johnson, Kalamazoo County Consolidated Dispatch Authority Director Jeff Troyer and 

herself had presented the policy at the County Board of Commissioners’ November 4 

meeting. They asked for the Board’s support and that the Board pass a resolution of 

support at the November 17 Board of Commissioner’s meeting. The Planning 

Department has already started implementing the new guidelines and hope to work out 

any problems with the new procedures as well as make the street naming and addressing 

process work better for the County and the public. 

Mr. Gisler was pleased to hear that Consumers Energy will be informed of new 

guidelines and asked for input.  

5. Update on Solid Waste Management Planning Committee (SWMPC). 

Environmental group representatives are still being sought for the Committee. Posting 

was closed on October 30. 

Ms. Jarnefelt informed the KMCPC that they will play an important role in the 

processing of the expected application for an amendment to the Solid Waste Management 

Plan. As the Designated Planning Agency (DPA), the KMCPC will received the 

application, most likely at the Dec 3, 2020 meeting, after the SWMPC reviews it in their 
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November meeting. The application will be sent out to the local townships and the 

neighboring counties for their respective review. The amendment itself is simple, adding 

a transfer station to the existing list of transfer stations in the County’s Solid Waste 

Management Plan. It would be located at the corner of Ravine Road and Nichols Road. 

Ms. Jarnefelt will do much of the practical arrangements and will provide more 

information about the process and the role of the KMCPC through emails to the members 

and during upcoming KMCPC meetings. 

VII. Parks Commission liaison update 
Ms. Bliesener reported that today’s Parks Commission meeting was cancelled due to 

County parks being mainly closed based on the Governor’s orders, so there is no report. 

She mentioned that the Expo Center was open for two events but then had to close down 

again. Two meetings were held outdoors in the summer. Zoom meetings have not been 

available so far.  

 

VIII. SMPC (Southcentral Michigan Planning Council) updates 

SMPC met twice in October. KATS presented regarding rural task force. The rural task 

force will be having local meetings regarding Federal fund eligible roads. Road funding 

has been received for fiscal year 2020-2021. CEDS update process is moving forward. 

SMPC has a survey on their website, trying to get public engagement. CEDS 

subcommittees have been meeting. Application to EPA for Brownfield redevelopment 

assessment grant is in the works. Consultant will prepare application for free and receive 

the consultant contract if grant is received. Worked on Strategic Plan, supporting 

planning activities in units. Working on housing tool kit, received additional funding for 

it. 

 

IX. Correspondence received: 

No correspondence received. Ms. Jarnefelt mentioned that several PA 116 applications 

have been received which will be on the next month’s agenda for review. 

 

X. Other 

Mr. Gisler welcomed Mr. Flora and told him to expect that it will take some time to get 

familiar with the subject matter of the planning commission meetings. 

He also mentioned MDOT will be redoing G Ave and Gull Rd, moving it north from the 

current location. Other projecta involve I-94 in Van Buren County, along a stretch that 

receives excessive amounts of snow. Dynamic signs will be installed that will warn about 

blizzards, recommend speed etc. In Kalamazoo County I-94 will be expanded and major 

construction will take place for 18-24 months. The intersection with Portage Rd will be 

redone, it will be a single-point interchange, the third one in the County. 

 

XI. Adjournment 

Ms. Bliesener made a motion to adjourn the meeting. The meeting was adjourned at 8:36 

pm. 

 

Respectfully submitted by L. Jarnefelt. 

Next KMCPC meeting scheduled: December 3, 2020 at 7 pm. 


